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WHITHER OPPORTUNITY?: RISING INEQUALITY, SCHOOLS, AND
CHILDREN S LIFE CHANCES (HARDBACK)

Russell Sage Foundation, United States, 2011. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 234 x 170 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. As the incomes of aCluent and poor families have diverged over the past three
decades, so too has the educational performance of their children. But how exactly do the forces of rising
inequality aCect the educational attainment and life chances of low-income children? In Whither Opportunity?
a distinguished team of economists, sociologists, and experts in social and education policy examines the
corrosive eCects of unequal family resources, disadvantaged neighborhoods, insecure labor markets, and
worsening school conditions on K-12 education. This groundbreaking book illuminates the ways rising
inequality is undermining one of the most important goals of public educationthe ability of schools to provide
children with an equal chance at academic and economic success.The most ambitious study of educational
inequality to date, Whither Opportunity? analyzes how social and economic conditions surrounding schools
aCect school performance and children s educational achievement. The book shows that from earliest
childhood, parental investments in children s learning aCect reading, math, and other attainments later in life.
Contributor Meredith Phillip finds that between birth and age six, wealthier children will have spent as many as
1,300 more hours than poor children on child enrichment activities such as music lessons, travel, and summer
camp. Greg Duncan, George Farkas, and Katherine Magnuson demonstrate that a child from a poor family is
two to four times as likely as a child from an aCluent family to have classmates with low skills and behavior
problems attributes which have a negative eCect on the learning of their fellow students. As a result of such
disparities, contributor Sean Reardon finds that the gap between rich and poor children s math and reading
achievement scores is now much larger than it was...
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