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Nowadays, most women want both being a mother and
pursuing a career - as the Monitor Familienforschung by the
Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend
reports. A panel survey headed by Jutta Allmendinger shows
that only 10 percent of the interviewed women would give up
having children for their job and only 29 percent could imagine
giving up on work for their children (Allmendinger, 2009,
figures 8 and 9). Nevertheless, reality is not completely in
compliance with these wishes and that is a challenge for family
policy (Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und
Jugend, Monitor 3). Recent debates about the establishment of
a female quota on executive boards, the childcare supplement
or the legal entitlement to day-care for children under the age
of three show how important female employment and the
reconciliation of family and working life have become on a
political...
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