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Book. In 1987, Allan Bloom s The Closing of the American Mind
1 ] was published; a wildly popular book that drew attention to the
T shift in American culture away from the tenants that made
— America and Americans unique. Bloom focused on a
MARK BAUERLEIN ..o ADAM BELLOW breakdown in the American curriculum, but many sensed that

the issue affected more than education. The very essence of
what it meant to be an American was disappearing. That was
over twenty years ago. Since then, the United States has
DOWNLOAD e experienced unprecedented wealth, more youth enrolling in
higher education than ever before, and technology
advancements far beyond what many in the 1980s dreamed
possible. And yet, the state of the American mind seems to have
deteriorated further. Benjamin Franklin s self-made man has

become a man dependent on the state. Independence has
turned into self-absorption. Liberty has been curtailed in the
defense of multiculturalism. In order to fully grasp the
underpinnings of this shift away from the self-reliant, well-
informed American, editors Mark Bauerlein and Adam Bellow
have brought together a group of cultural and educational
experts to discuss the root causes...
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