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end of each successive session of Congress to give you a brief history of what was proposed to be done for your
benefit, I should, on the present occasion, have remained silent. There has been, in the six months of the session,
not yet terminated, so little of interest, or of congratulation, that I might, with great propriety, have spared you
the trouble of the recital of the causes which have prevented the consideration of any other topics, but those
general ones of the deep and pervading interest which have agitated the whole country, from the meeting of
Congress, to the present time. As, however, you had a right to expect that some subjects of importance to you
should be acted upon, it is incumbent upon me to show that the failure to despatch them did not arise from any
want of attention or negligence on my part. When I arrived here, aAer a voyage to Europe, rendered
indispensable by causes with which you are familiar, I found the whole country in the deepest state of distress
and excitement, resulting from a contest between the Executive and the Bank of the United States. It is not my
province to go into the merits of this controversy. The combatants of the respective parties, impute, as usual all
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