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incumbent Senator leaves office prematurely for any reason; they may be caused by death or resignation of
the incumbent, by expulsion or declination (refusal to serve), or by refusal of the Senate to seat a Senator-elect
or -designate. This report provides information on current vacancies in the Senate, the constitutional origins of
the Senate vacancy clause, the appointment process by which most vacancies are filled, and related
contemporary issues. It will be revised and updated to reflect current developments in vacancies, appointments,
and special elections. Two Senate vacancies occurred late in the 112th Congress by separate events, due to
resignation of one incumbent Senator, and the death of a second. A third vacancy occurred early in the 113th
Congress, due to the resignation of an incumbent Senator. The details are provided below, in chronological
order. On December 6, 2012, Senator Jim DeMint, of South Carolina, announced he would resign from the
Senate to assume the position of President of The Heritage Foundation. On December 17, South Carolina
Governor Nikki Haley announced she would appoint Representative Tim Scott to serve in his place until the
vacancy is filled by a special election in 2014. The winner of the special election will serve until the term expires
in 2016. Senator DeMint resigned effective January 1, 2013, and Senator Scott was sworn in on January 3.
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