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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1900. Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER V THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PARTIES Section I. --Constitutional
Development Most men in the upper and middle classes, and many artisans, style themselves Liberals or
Conservatives, but if one enquires why they do so, the reason given in nearly all cases is not connected with the
general principles and history of the two parties, but is limited to the policy adopted, and the measures
proposed or passed within the last twenty years. In general terms the Liberals advocate peace, retrenchment,
and reform, and no one, without the strongest reasons, desires war, extravagance, or laissez aire, therefore we
must all be Liberals. The Conservatives, on the other hand, advocate the preservation of the Empire, the
maintenance of our institutions, and the improvement of the condition of the people, and it is difficult to find
fault with such principles; therefore we must all be Conservatives. The catchwords Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity were first raised during the French Revolution, and the United States shout Liberty on all occasions,
while the great Conservative society, the Primrose League, uses for its motto, Imperium et Libertas. But modern
statesmen seldom use catchwords, which obviously mean nothing, or refer to general party principles, but
confine themselves to the measures which interest the country at the moment, although they sometimes
venture on definitions of such terms as Jingo, Imperialist, Little Englander, and Mr Gladstone once defined a
Radical as a Liberal in earnest, leaving us in happy doubt as to the meaning...
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