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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Federal Civil Service as a Career: A Manual for
Applicants for Positions and Those in the Civil Service of the Nation Early in the history of our country it became
manifest that frequent change in the Government s civil personnel was not conducive to the best results. Tenure
of oEice, entirely dependent upon political preference, oEered no inducement for civilians to make a study of
conditions when to-morrow might see another party voted into power, and themselves displaced. It is obvious
that this system invited the low ideals and loose ethics typically voiced in the notorious sentiment attributed to
President Jackson, To the victor belong the spoils. With a strange patience our people endured the spoils system
for one hundred years. During this time a healthy agitation for reform began to make itself felt, reaching
fruition in 1883. Congress heard the demand and passed what is known as the Civil Service Act. This act - with
the amendments that followed - provided for the classification of executive positions, and assured reasonable
permanence in oEice to the main body of workers. The law was at first regarded with much misgiving, but a
quarter of a century under its guidance has proved the wisdom of those who framed it. As an experiment a few
branches only of the executive service were brought under the law, but, the beneficial features becoming
evident, branch aIer branch was added, till now two thirds of the whole executive service is embraced by it.
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