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Duke University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND
NEW, Wizards and Scientists: Explorations in Afro-Cuban
Modernity and Tradition, Stephan Palmie, In Wizards and
Scientists Stephan Palmie offers a corrective to existing
historiography on the Caribbean, focusing on developments in
Afro-Cuban religious culture to demonstrate that traditional
Caribbean cultural practices are steeped in the same history
that produced modernity and represent complex hybrid
formations. Palmie argues that the standard narrative
trajectory from tradition to modernity, and from passion to

+ reason, is a violation of the synergistic processes through
which cultures develop historically specific, moral
communities. Highlighting the ways that Afro-Cuban
discourses serve as means of moral analysis of social action,
Palmie suggests that the irrational premises of religious
structures not only rival Western rationality in analytical
acumen but are integrally linked to rationality itself. Afro-
Cuban religion is as "modern" as nuclear thermodynamics, he
claims, just as the Caribbean might be regarded as one of the
first truly "modern" locales: its plantation export economy and
appropriation and destruction of human bodies for profit
anticipated the industrial revolution in the metropolis by more
than a century. Working to prove that modernity is not just an
aspect of the West, he focuses on those...
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Reviews

I actually started looking over this publication. It really is rally interesting throgh studying period. Once you begin to
read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Dana Hintz

Good electronic book and valuable one. It really is basic but unexpected situations in the 50 percent in the pdf You
wont really feel monotony at at any moment of your time (that's what catalogues are for concerning when you ask
me).

-- Elisa Reinger
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