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Series of Expert Studies and Reports on the Conditions Prevailing in the Tidal River and Estuary of the Thames;
Dealing Especially With Its Geological, Engineering, Navigation, Sanitary, Trading and Commercial Aspects, and
the EJects Upon These of Vari The Committee formed in 1903 to promote a public enquiry into the proposed
Barrage across the Thames in the neighbourhood of Gravesend - thus converting the whole of the lower river
into a freshwater lake - having so far failed to attain its main object, has instituted a series of expert enquiries
and studies into the various questions which have arisen and are involved in the Barrage proposal. As it is
practically certain that in the next Session of Parliament proposals will be submitted dealing with the Port of
London, it is hoped that, whatever the proposals may be, they will not be such as to exclude the possibility of a
thorough enquiry by experts appointed or approved by the Board of Trade into the whole Barrage question.
Unfortunately for the tidal Thames as a River and Port, the average Londoner knows it not. In Hamburg, in
Antwerp, the Port is the life of the city. If you improve the Port you practically improve the business of every
ratepayer, hence the energy displayed there, so that any proposal for improvement which is prima facie sound
is certain to be carefully examined by the responsible technical advisers of the Port Authorities, and capital is
always forthcoming to carry out such works as may be recommended by those advisers. In London, on the
other hand, only a relatively small proportion...
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