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KISS AND TELL: SURVEYING SEX IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS, United States, 2001. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Revised ed.. 229 x 148 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Learning the details of others sex lives is
possibly the most enticing of guilty pleasures. We measure our own practices against the normalcy sex surveys
seek to capture. Special interest groups oGen use or attack survey findings (such as the claim that 10 of
Americans are gay) for their own ends. This text chronicles the history of sex surveys in the USA over a century
of changing social and sexual mores. It reveals that the survey questions asked, more than the answers elicited,
expose and shape the popular image of appropriate sexuality. As much, therefore, can be learned about the
history and practice of sexuality by looking at surveyors changing concerns as can be learned by reading the
results of their surveys. The authors show how surveys have reflected societal anxieties about adolescent
development, teen sex and promiscuity, and AIDS, and have been employed in eIorts to preserve marriage and
to control women s sexuality.
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