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days classrooms. The needs of our public schools do not stop with buildings. In todays world, technology is a
vital component to a quality education. In classrooms across the world, interactive white boards make learning
come alive, and computers connect what our children learn in history class to what is going on in the world
today. This technology sparks their interest. It transforms math from mere numbers into exciting, future-
driving fields like architecture and engineering. These technological capabilities exist, but only for the fortunate
minority. U. S. schools average one computer for every four stu-dents. While some schools are fully equipped
with computer and Internet access, many fall below that average. My own state of Kentucky has made
significant improvements in this area in the past few years. We are now among those leading the nation in
Internet access with 100 percent of our schools linked to high-speed broadband connection. But what good is
Internet ac-cess without computers Even in Kentucky where the state average is fewer than four students per
computer, there are still numerous schools where as many as 15 to 20 children must share one computer.
Schools like this can be found in every state. Given the condition of our childrens learning environments, it is no
surprise that our students are struggling to compete in this ever-globalizing world. Our federal government has
an important role to play in pre-venting our children from falling behind. While our public school system is
administered by the states, the education...
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