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research to enhance the Nations ability to assure that adequate dam safety programs and practices are in
place throughout the United States. The Act of 2002 states that the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA), in cooperation with the National Dam Safety Review Board (Review Board), shall
carry out a program of technical and archival research to develop and support: improved techniques,
historical experience, and equipment for rapid and effective dam construction, rehabilitation, and inspection;
devices for continued monitoring of the safety of dams; development and maintenance of information
resources systems needed to support managing the safety of dams; and initiatives to guide the formulation of
effective policy and advance improvements in dam safety engineering, security, and management. With the
funding authorized by the Congress, the goal of the Review Board and the Dam Safety Research Work Group
(Work Group) is to encourage research in those areas expected to make significant contributions to improving
the safety and security of dams throughout the United States. The Work Group (formerly the Research
Subcommittee of the Interagency Committee on Dam Safety) met initially in February 1998. To identify and
prioritize research needs, the Subcommittee sponsored a workshop on Research Needs in Dam Safety in
Washington D. C. in April 1999. Representatives of state and federal agencies, academia, and private industry
attended the workshop. Seventeen broad area topics related to the research needs of the dam safety
community were identified. To more fully develop the research needs identified, the Research Subcommittee
subsequently sponsored a series of nine workshops. Each workshop addressed a broad research topic (listed)
identified in...
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