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independence to municipalities. Local self-government has formally become a very widespread phenomenon
and there are 24, 208 municipalities in Russia at the moment.1 However the goals of the reforms have not been
achieved - local government institutions are still very weak and their participation in social and economic
developments is very limited. There is an urgent need for new opportunities to improve this situation. A
workable legal framework can be a key element in the development of the efficient self-government system.
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