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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER Il THE FAMILY Thefamii Love is but a prelude to life,
an arises sponta- overture in which the theme of the neousiy. impending work is exquisitely hinted at, but which
remains nevertheless only a symbol and a promise. What is to follow, if all goes well, begins presently to appear.
Passion settles down into possession, courtship into partnership, pleasure into habit. A child, half mystery and
half plaything, comes to show us what we have done and to make its consequences perpetual. We see that by
indulging our inclinations we have woven about us a net from which we cannot escape: our choices, bearing
fruit, begin to manifest our destiny. That life which once seemed to spread out infinitely before us is narrowed
to one mortal career. We learn that in morals the infinite is a chimera, and that in accomplishing anything
definite a man renounces everything else. He sails henceforth for one point of the compass. The family is one of
nature s mas It harmonises J natural inter- terpieces. It would be hard to conest8- ceive a system of instincts
more nicely adjusted, where the constituents should represent or support one another better. The husband has
an interest in protecting the wife, she in serving the husband. The weaker gains in authority and safety, the
wilder and more unconcerned finds a help-mate at home to take thought for his daily necessities. Parents lend
children their experience and a vicarious memoryj;...
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